
ARTS 372 Intermediate Sculpture: Fire Arts        Syllabus 
Fall 2016 
 
Department of Art and Art History  
College of the Humanities and Fine Arts 
California State University, Chico  
 
INSTRUCTOR: Sheri Simons   
OFFICE: Ayres 111  
OFFICE HOURS: 9am – 11am / appointments recommended but feel free to drop in 
PHONE/EMAIL: (530) 898-4996 / ssimons@csuchico.edu / website: www.sherisimons.com  
CLASS TIME / LOCATION: Monday and Wednesday 2 – 4:50 pm / Ayres 122 
FINAL: TBA after Census Day 
CLASS BLOG: www.sherisimons.wordpress.com See ARTS 372 for all info on this course 
TEXT REQUIRED FOR THIS COURSE:  
“Methods for Modern Sculptors” by Ronald D. Young and Robert A. Fennell. (approximately $15) 
https://www.amazon.com/Methods-Modern-Sculptors-Ronald-Young/dp/096037440X 
used & new from $5.74; free two-day shipping for college students: use Primestudent 
 
PRE-REQUISITES:  
ARTS 270 (Intro to Sculpture) for Sculpture majors and ARTS123 (3-D Design) for non-Sculpture Art majors, 
faculty permission for non-majors.  This class may be taken up to two times for credit.   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:   
The lectures, demonstrations and studio practices in this course will concentrate on the aesthetic and 
expressive development of form through foundry and metal processes.  Techniques will include direct wax 
modeling, moldmaking, lost wax process (cire-perdue), ceramic shell casting, metal finishing, electric arc, 
and general fabrication techniques.  
 
This course is time intensive.  It requires a minimum of 6-8 hours per week in the sculpture lab outside of 
the regular 6 hours of class time. This extra time allows you to intensively practice the concepts that lead to 
stronger work. Students often find these “outside” hours their most productive. 
 
Four foundry problems will be assigned that require you to move beyond the purely technical aspects of 
metal casting.  These will involve skill building as well as concept development. You will need to maintain 
an active drawing/writing journal that records notes from assigned readings, drawings and cultural 
experiences. This journal will be graded and given equal weight to one casting assignment. 
 
COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 
At the end of this course, you should be able to: 

• Effectively produce waxes and mixed media ‘patterns’ to create non-objective, abstract, and 
representational compositions; 

• Demonstrate understanding of the foundry processes through informed and dedicated production; 
• Apply the training provided in the art shop to the safe use of tools and materials; 
• Differentiate and articulate the qualities of strong and weak work and apply this awareness to your 

studio work; 
• Use at least three different idea generation strategies effectively: prototypes, sketches, and research 
• Explore the structural, compositional and conceptual implications of various materials; 
• Speak and write critically about personal and peer artworks. 
• Demonstrate self-discipline in developing your studio practice through research and lab time 

outside of class. 
 

REQUIREMENTS: 
• Please….never ever, ever, ever bring your cell phone to class.  
• Attendance Policy: Three absences will automatically lower your final grade by one letter grade. 

Two late arrivals to class will be the equivalent of one absence. Five absences may result in failing 
the course. It is impossible to “make up” missed demonstrations or critiques. Getting the information 
second-hand is rarely satisfactory.  



• Come with your supplies in hand and ready to work! Don’t use class time to get your supplies. 
• Be present and prepared for participation at all discussions and critiques. Demonstrations will not 

be repeated. Arrive promptly to class. Don't leave early. Either of those can result in you being 
marked absent. 

• Be self-motivated and disciplined. Commit to at least six hours of studio time outside of class on a 
weekly basis. 

• Complete all assignments by their respective due dates. Late work will not be accepted.  
• Take notes in your journal at lectures. 
• Clean up after yourself in the studio and shop.  
• Help your fellow students, be supportive, contribute to a creative and safe environment. 
• DOCUMENT YOUR WORK! You will hand in an electronic portfolio at the end of the semester 

(graded) 
• Spend time in our Ira Latour Resource Library: Ayres 205; Open M-Th 7:30-5 and F 8-12 
• It is required that you attend 5 art events this semester. A good link: http://www.csuchico.edu/art/  
• Many things are outside of our control. If you are having a problem and need help, please don’t 

hesitate to talk to me. 
• Be fearless! 

 
GRADING AND EVALUATION CRITERIA: 
Studio projects will be assigned in metal and directed drawing/journal exercises. Your work will be 
discussed at class critiques scheduled at the end of each assignment (see SCHEDULE in our Wordpress blog) 
Grades on specific problems are based on the following: 
   Intention x Depth x Distance x Craftsmanship  = the highest quality solution.  
Grades will be based on the university standards found in the University Catalog under "Academic Policies". 
 
Your final grade is calculated in this way: 
 
70% =  Studio Problems (#’s 1 – 6 are studio projects and #7 is the drawing journal).  
30% =  Growth throughout the semester.  
I reward risk taking and the willingness to work hard inside and outside of class time. Progress in your studio 
practice is demonstrated through the efforts you make in the overall improvement of your projects, verbal 
and written communication, and the contributions you make to the learning environment. 
 
For the purposes of this studio art class, these standards are adopted as follows: 
 
Your grades on individual assignments as well as your grade for the entire course will reflect the following: 
A = 90 – 100%.  Outstanding.  Expansive investigation of ideas, excellent craftsmanship and composition. 

Assignments completed on time. Insightful contributions to critiques. Outstanding growth in each 
assignment and throughout the semester. Projects show excellent comprehension and application of the 
specific concepts introduced in each problem.  

B = 80 –89%. Above average. Substantial investigation of concepts and compositions. Good craftsmanship. 
All assignments completed on time, insightful contributions to critiques. Substantial growth throughout 
the semester. Projects address the specific concepts introduced in each problem. Comprehension and 
application of the specific concepts are good.  

C = 70 – 79%.  Average. All assignments done competently and completed on time. Participation in 
critiques when prompted but not self-motivated to contribute. Some growth seen sporadically 
throughout the semester. Projects show low comprehension and application of the specific concepts 
introduced in each problem. 

D= 60 – 69%.  Marginal work. Projects were turned in incomplete, limited investigation of ideas, poor 
craftsmanship or incoherent compositions, or excessive absences. Limited contribution to critiques. 
Minimal growth throughout the semester. Projects do not express comprehension and application of the 
specific concepts introduced in each problem. 

F = 59% or less.  Unsatisfactory work. Course failure due to minimal idea development, poor craft, 
disjointed compositions, lack of participation, late assignments, or excessive absences. See me for a long 
discussion, topic TBA! 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Here are the qualities that we want to foster in your life as a student of the arts….notice the importance of 
taking risks and learning how to fail…and fail better… and… 
 
Tenacity and Quality [practice/discipline] “The biggest risk is not taking any risk... In a world that is 
changing really quickly, the only strategy that is guaranteed to fail is not taking risks.” – Mark Zuckerberg 
-Through trial and error, several attempts are made at working the problem's methods, materials and ideas 
into a well-crafted form.  
-The principles and techniques assigned are practiced, analyzed, and understood.  
-Student doesn't settle for half-baked results. Starting over is not seen as failure! 
-Requirements of the assignment are met and, ideally, surpassed.  
-Drawing journal reflects an active and open mind.   
 
Courage [nerve!] “An essential aspect of creativity is not being afraid to fail.” - Edwin Land 
-Student demonstrates a sense of adventure, risk, curiosity and bravery in exploring solutions and materials.  
-Student goes outside of their comfort zone in an effort to learn new ways of understanding.  
-Student listens to peer and instructor feedback about their work; makes use of suggestions and observations 
made in critiques and class discussions. 
 
Personalization [concept] – “It is better to fail in originality than to succeed in imitation.” - Herman Melville 
-As a result of the above practices, student develops a personal sensibility and raises their level of confidence 
in their methods of thinking.  
-There is intellectual and intuitive rhyme and reason behind their decisions.  
-It is clear that the student pursues nourishment by looking at other artists in tandem with learning to 
develop a voice of their own. Student is exploring contemporary currents in order to understand their own 
context. Note: personal sensibility is different than “talent” or even “style”. It is more important that you 
explore many paths than protect a safe haven.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SAFETY POLICY: All students must attend the Sculpture Lab Safety Orientation scheduled during this class 
the first week of school.  Building passes for after-hours use of the shop will be issued to those students who 
have passed the orientation. You can enter the building by calling University Police: 530-898-5555 and 
showing them your building pass and school ID. 
 
BY THE SECOND CLASS MEETING YOU SHOULD HAVE DONE THE FOLLOWING:  

 Gone to: http://sherisimons.wordpress.com and located this class’s home page (ARTS 372).  
  Opened up syllabus (print! or bookmark) schedule (print! or bookmark) 
 Ordered our textbook: Methods for Modern Sculptors 
 PLEASE BRING $1 FOR PURCHASE OF SAFETY GLASSES BY THE SECOND DAY OF CLASS 
 
COSTS:  depending on how prolific (and frugal) you are, your materials will most likely cost between $150 
and $200. The foundry materials and tools you will purchase are those basic to our process. A list of these, 
including prices and places to purchase, can be found below. Lack of funds will not be a valid reason for 
failure to complete assignments. The purchase of assigned tools and materials are mandatory and must be in 
your locker by the third class.   
 
TOOLS AND SUPPLIES TO PURCHASE: 
Bring to class by the third day, August 29: (See store locations at bottom of page) 
We supply the highlighted items.  However, if you’d like to purchase these in order to minimize waiting 
while someone else is using them, please do so…. start your personal toolbox today! 
 
Home Depot or Collier:  
"Scotch Brite" scouring pads – green (2) blue (1) 
Heavy Duty Utility Knife w/ blades - retractable type 
Small cold chisels: 1/4", 1/2"  
Duct tape – heavy duty 2” 



Sponge medium size, cellulose 
Plastic scrubby (must have!)  
Lock for locker 
Black Sharpie - medium tip 
heavy dishwashing gloves 
Caulk gun Get your own = NO WAITING  
5 gallon plastic bucket (we can always use more, if you have them) --- ask a restaurant 
*Carbide burr for pencil grinder 1/8” cullet. From Collier’s (ACE# 25885 around $10) or Lowe’s/ Home 
Depot. Assorted sizes or ONE:  straight w/ round end = “Ball” 
(see em all: http://www.panamericantool.com/carbide-burs.html  ) 
Dremel brand High Speed Cutter No. D9903 Tungsten carbide $10.99  
 
Harbor Freight Tools: 
30 watt lightweight soldering iron; Chicago Electric; item # 69060 $3.99  
Dust masks 
 
Ellis: 
X-acto knife with a #11 blade in it; optional: buy extra #11 blades  
Oil based clay small block about 4 ounces 
Drawing journal: 7” x 10” wire-bound hard cover 70 lb. $8.09   (80 pgs.) BE SURE TO SAY YOU ARE IN MY 
ARTS 123 CLASS IN ORDER TO GET THIS PRICE!!! 
Graph-paper punched to fit: 20 sheets;  8 squares per inch 
3-ring loose leaf: 1/2"spine x 8.5" x 11", w/ pockets 
Clay tools:  1.75“ wire loop tool; ribbon tool  (8R2 Kemper brand); 6.5” clean-up tool also homemade tools 
i.e., chopsticks, popsicle sticks, manicure tools, dentist 
also homemade tools i.e., chopsticks, popsicle sticks, manicure tools, dentist, needle point tool; Skyway 
Tools has really cheap dentist tools 
 
Air Gas: 
Welding gloves “TIG gloves” --- Rodman has them. Be SURE to mention that you’re a CSUC student 
 
Found Stuff and/or $1 Store, etc.: 
Cork from bottle – good for sticking pointy tools into 
Old knife with wooden handle – sort of spatula-esque for moldmaking, spreading plaster 
Nylon stocking(s) and denim scraps (we like blue jean legs), leather scraps if you’ve got them  
Old toothbrushes 
8 oz. Jar of petroleum jelly  
Box of round toothpicks 
 
Personal Clothing:  
Eyes/Ears/Hands/Feet/Hair – PROTECT!  
Work gloves, steel toed shoes or at the very least, heavy shoes with substantial soles, hair ties, cotton long-
sleeved shirts, cotton pants, socks, cap optional; we have safety glasses and ear plugs 
STORE LOCATIONS: 

• Air Gas – 709 Orange St (530) 343-0251 
• Collier Hardware  105 Broadway St  (530) 342-0195 
• Dollar Store(s) = all ovah da place! 
• Ellis Art Supply 122 Broadway  (530) 891-0335 
• Harbor Freight Tools: 130 W. East Ave   530-892-8908 
• Home Depot 2580 Notre Dame Blvd  (530) 342-0477 
• Lowe’s 2350 Forest Ave (530) 895-5130 
• Skyway Tool Center  2499 Bruce Rd  (530) 891-1495 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Websites FYI: 
>Student Computing: http://www.csuchico.edu/itss/ 
>Student Services: http://www.csuchico.edu/current-students/ 
>Disability Services: http://www.csuchico.edu/dss/studentServices/ 
>Student Learning Center: http://www.csuchico.edu/slc/ 
>Academic integrity: http://www.csuchico.edu/sjd/integrity.shtml 
>Dropping and Adding: http://www.csuchico.edu/catalog/ 
 
“Americans with Disabilities Act: 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability or chronic illness,  or if you need to make special 
arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during 
office hours.  Please also contact ARC as they are the designated department responsible for approving and coordinating 
reasonable accommodations and services for students with disabilities. ARC will help you understand your rights and 
responsibilities under the Americans with Disabilities Act and provide you further assistance with requesting and arranging 
accommodations.” 
 
Special accommodations for exams require ample notice to the testing office and must be submitted to the instructor well in 
advance of the exam date. 
 
 


