
        
GRADUATE   S C U L P T U R E  - ARTS 670                Syllabus 
Spring 2016 
 
Department of Art and Art History  
College of the Humanities and Fine Arts  
CSU Chico 
 
INSTRUCTOR: Sheri Simons   
OFFICE: Ayres 114                         
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday 2-4 and Thursday 2-5 pm; appointments recommended but feel free to drop in 
PHONE/EMAIL: 898-4996 / ssimons@csuchico.edu / website: www.sherisimons.com  
CLASS TIME / LOCATION: MONDAY and WEDNESDAY 2pm – 4:50 pm / Ayres 122 
CLASS BLOG (assignments, readings, announcements, etc.): www.sherisimons.wordpress.com 
FINAL: TBA after census date 
Prerequisites 
Graduate standing or permission of instructor  
Required Text: Design Paradigms by Warren K. Wake 
Description 
In ARTS 670 graduate students are required to construct self-assignments and readings that will contribute to the development of 
a sophisticated body of work through studio research and discussions. Direction from the instructor is given on a one-to-one 
basis. In addition to independent work, graduate students are encouraged to engage in the lab activities that are supportive of their 
practice. The ARTS 470 class content this semester will focus on expanding one’s practice through testing new approaches to 
media and methods. In the first half of the semester we will explore studio intensive experimentation with materials and design 
paradigms. We will be playing with materials that may or may not figure into your future art. However, the concepts of how 
these materials work and the new tools they will offer you will supply new problem-solving options for pieces to come.  
 
There is no template for the outcome of your inquiries however it is essential that you strengthen and become proficient in your 
fabrication skills. After working through a series of problems in form, media and technique, you’ll arrive at mid-semester where 
you will spend a few weeks working out a plan for your final project. We will have individual meetings prior to your class 
presentation where you’ll present the proposal in a formal dialogue with the class and invited guests. The presentation will 
consist of drawing plans, material studies, a conceptual map and two models. Your final piece should incorporate aspects of the 
work you adopted from the first half of the semester. Your work must be well crafted.  
 
Observation, practice, skills building and production are key to your success. The importance of experimentation cannot be 
underestimated. This class is all about hands-on and intellectual work. The studio is a shared laboratory where individual 
definitions of aesthetics and practice are to be worked on during and outside of class. To this end your active engagement during 
in-class studio time is required and your dedication to outside studio time is equally essential. 
 
Our classes will be a combination of lab time, directed reading and discussions, lectures, independent research, and critiques. An 
essential component to this is improving articulation of your ideas in written and verbal form.  
 
Material Fees: Student will be supplied with a first supply of test materials. If you want to pursue any of these in larger quantity 
you are responsible for purchasing your own.  
 
Assignments and some rules: 
First and foremost, take stock: you are in an advanced art studio course and have the opportunity to work independently. Be 
disciplined. Production is key --- art begets art. Work diligently, plan ahead and attend each day with the materials and tools that 
will optimize your concentration. Don’t fritter away time with brain-draining computer addiction. Don’t shop during class time. 
Don’t eat during class time. Put cell phones far, far away. Really? We only have 2 hours and 50 minutes per class?????  

 
-Critique. Our first formal critique this semester will be on March 21st. Prior to this, we will be working at an intense production 
rate in order to generate forms and paradigm studies along with material investigations. We will have in-progress showings, but 
in order to encourage risk and courage and resilience, we will be more into production than critical analysis…UNTIL mid-term. 
At that time, you are to take stock of what you are doing and plan a major piece for the final critique of the semester. We will 
discuss the intricacies of planning and execution. Your mid-term grade is based on your output, experimentation, accumulation of 
failures, and the miracles that come to those who are diligent. 
 
-Pick ONE Oblique Strategy and apply it to something in some way. Do this on a weekly basis --- using the same strategy over 
the course of the entire semester.  Show results (and/or documentation) at our class final.  
 
 



-Readings, research, lecture. These will be placed on the calendar in our class’s Wordpress blog. They will be discussed further in 
class. www.sherisimons.wordpress.com 
 
-Drawing journal. This is your book of EVENTS --- mind and body --- and your deepening studio practice. It is the stuff that 
deserves recording. From the very first day in the studio, keep a running narrative (drawn, written) on your thoughts, strategies, 
and influences.  
 
Documentation. You will need to maintain photographic documentation of your work at its various stages of revision and 
completion.  
 
Website or professional blog. If you don’t already have one, you’ll need to construct one. There are many free templates that 
make this process easy, i.e., Yola, Weebly, Wordpress etc.. If you have one, please show it to me by week #2. If you’ve got a 
website from a previous class, you’ll need to update it throughout the semester.  Websites are due on the last day of class and 
should include 15 weeks of work from this course. The Website Assignment is posted on our Wordpress site. 
 
Grading (This rubric will apply to grads if they propose to follow the ARTS 470 plan)  
90% of your grade is based on artistic growth. This includes demonstrated improvement in fabrication skills, ambition, depth of 
research, growth through rigorous production, problem-solving, risk-taking, and preparedness for deadlines and discussions. 
 Breaking this down further: 
 30% = midterm grade: the culmination of all material studies, drawing journal,  
 20% = presentation 
 40% = final piece 
  
10%  of your grade is based on your involvement with your work, intellectual investment in critiques and engagement with the 
work of your classmates, assignments, and your contributions as a peer to your peers. In the mix: your sketchbook including 
research notes, artists researched and a monstrous amount of drawings, website, Oblique Strategy. 
 
Attendance Policy 
Attendance at all class sessions…class lectures and studio days… is required. If you are absent more than twice, and are not able 
to provide a university acceptable excuse, your final grade will drop one point.  Five absences can result in failing the class. 
 
Here are the qualities that we want to foster in your life as a student of the arts…. 
Courage [nerve!]  
 -Student demonstrates a sense of adventure, curiosity and bravery in exploring solutions and materials.  
-Student goes outside of their comfort zone in an effort to learn new ways of understanding.  
-Student listens to peer and instructor feedback about their work; makes use of suggestions and observations made in critiques 
and class discussions. 
Tenacity and Quality [practice/discipline]  
 -Through trial and error, several attempts are made at working the problem's methods, materials and ideas into a well-crafted 
form.  
-The principles and techniques assigned are practiced, analyzed, and understood.  
-Student doesn't settle for half-baked results.  
-Requirements of the assignment are met and, ideally, surpassed.  
-Drawing journal reflects an active and open mind.   
Personalization [concept] -  
 -As a result of the above practices, student develops a personal sensibility and raises their level of confidence in their methods of 
thinking.  
-There is intellectual and intuitive rhyme and reason behind their decisions.  
-It is clear that the student pursues nourishment by looking at other artists in tandem with learning to develop a voice of their 
own. Student is exploring contemporary currents in order to understand their own context. Note: personal sensibility is different 
than “talent” or even “style”. It is more important that you explore many paths than protect a safe haven.  
I reserve the right to change sections of this syllabus throughout the semester. 
Websites FYI: 
>Student Computing: http://www.csuchico.edu/itss/  
>Student Services: http://www.csuchico.edu/current-students/ 
>Accessiblility Resource Center,  
ARC www.csuchico.edu/dss)<http://www.csuchico.edu/dss> 
>Student Learning Center: http://www.csuchico.edu/slc/ 
>Academic integrity: http://www.csuchico.edu/sjd/integrity.shtml 
>Dropping and Adding: http://www.csuchico.edu/catalog/ 
“Americans with Disabilities Act: 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability or chronic illness,  or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an 
appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Please also contact ARC as they are the designated department responsible for approving and coordinating reasonable 
accommodations and services for students with disabilities. ARC will help you understand your rights and responsibilities under the Americans with Disabilities Act and provide you further 
assistance with requesting and arranging accommodations.” 
Special accommodations for exams require ample notice to the testing office and must be submitted to the instructor well in advance of the exam date 

 


